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| Of the Late 


Czar of Muſcovy, 
EE TE WS 


Read in the Publick Aſſembly, . 
November 14, 1s. 


S we have no Precedent in the 
Academy, of the Elogium of a 
Sovereign, Who was (if I may 

| uſe fo familiar an ExoreiGon 

one of our Members; it is neceflary to ac- 
quaint you, that I -——_ to conſider IS | 
I ate 


5 ( 2 ) | 
Jate Ccarin no coſy than that of 
- ap Academician : But an Academician, 
Who being a powe Eyperor, has eſtas 
pliſn'd Arts and S Throughout the 
Wide Extent of his vaſt Dominions - and 
22>. - when I ian mention ham" Warrior and 
24 Conqueror, it is only fg this Reaſon, 
©» that the Art of War is one of thoſe, in the 
Knowledge of which he bas inſtructed his 
= C05 
Muſcoty, or Ruſſia za, was yetin a State of 
Ignorance and Ruſticity, almoſt equal to 
tha which is nam from, the Inn 
of Nations. Not but the Muſcovites ha 
Sparks of Sagacity and Eenetration; they 
were inform'd with a Genius, and were 
capable of 1 imitating what the {2wasp. but 
then they were dead to all Induſtry; the 
Peaſant, born a Slave, and oppreſsd..by a - 
rapacious and mereileſs Lord, contented 
himſelf with the Produce of a rude an 
artleſs Husbandry, and did not care to la- 
bour , for more, than what mi ht furmiſm 
him with a bare Subſiſtence; for indeed, 
be had no Opportunity ef improving his 
2 Portune, nor durſt be fo much as attempt 
= It The Lord _ himſelf was afraid oh? 
Mo Prarie wealthy ; and Arts are hes atv . 
Tal Offfpring of Riches, atid of! a * * 
E and mild Adminiftration/ 27 
Sas The Arts df War, no leſs neo 
yz * Nation eee lo 
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euiſh'd almoſt under tlie ſame Neglect ＋ % 
the Miſcovites had extended their, Po-w˖er 
tothe North and Eaſt only, where they met 
with People more rude and barbarons- 
than chemſelves : But had not made the 
leaſt Acquiſition either to the Vet or to 
the Huth, where they border upon the 
Swedes, the Poles, and the Turks, The 
art, from political Views, would not 
ſuffer any of their Nobility or Gentty to 
go into the Field, who at laſt confider'd 
at inglorious State of Sloth and Inactivi- 
as an honourable Exemption; and if 
ay ofxzliem happen d to ſerve, their Birth 
made chem Commanders, ſtanding them in 
ſtead öf Experience, or any other Accom- 
pliſhment. They had ſeveral Germas Off. 
ders in their Troops, but moſt of which had 
been no more than private Centinels in their 
on Country, and would never have been 
rais'd to O any where but in Muſ⸗ 
way ; and were as ignorant of their Buſi- 
nels as before their Advancement. 
The Raſſan Armies, | levied by Force 
and Violence; and made up of the Dregs 
of the People ill-diſciplin'd, and com- 
manded by raw and unexperienc d Officers, 
were not able to make head againſt a Body  . 
of regular Troops ; and if *ever they hap- 
3 to overcome, which to them was a 
Matter indifferent, it was entirely o-wing 


fortunate and uncommon Cireumftan- 
| 9 B 2 | ces, . 
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( 7 4 * 
ces, which flung the Victory into their 
hands. | | 

The main Strength of the Empire lay in 
the Strelitz, a Body little different from 
that of the Turkiſh Janizaries, and which 
like them was formidable to the Sovereign, 
as well as to the People, whom they ſerv'd 
to keep in awe and ſubjection. Their 
Trade, which was weak and languiſhing, 
was entirely engroſsd by foreign Mer- 
chants ; and the Ignorance and Indolence 
of the Inhabitants of the Country, furniſh'd 
Strangers but with too fair an Opportunity 
of over-reaching them. The Muſcovites had 
not as yet put to Sea, either Ships of War, 
or Trading- Veſſels; ſo that the Port of 
Archangel was only of uſe to foreign Na- 
tions. 

Though the Chriſtian Religion obliges 
its Profeſſors, the Clergy at leaſt, to ac- 
quire ſome ſnare of Learning, theſe were 
involv'd in as thick Clouds of Ignorance, 
as the moſt common of the People; all they 
knew in general, was, that they were of 
the Greek Church, and that they were ob- 
lig d to hate the Latin. Not a Clergy- 
man among them had either Learning or 
Genius 1 to preach, even to ſo illi- 


terate an Audience: Scarce was a Book to 
be met with in the moſt antient and richeſt 
Monaſteries. An aftoniſhing Depravation 
of Manners, as well as of Opinions, 14 

22 | yal 
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vail'd univerſally in all Places; and which 
they did not, as in other Nations, conceal 
under the ſpecious Appearances of Deco- 
rum, or ſo much as ſet off with any Sal- 
lies of Wit, or ſaperficial Graces. 

Yet was this Nation at the ſame time 
ioſufferably haughty, deſpiſing every thing 
that did not come within the reach of 
their Underſtanding; and to be proud, is 
to be profoundly ignorant. To this the 
Czars had themſelves contributed, by not 
allowing their Subjects to viſit foreign 
Countries ; .and which, probably, came 
from the Apprehenſion they were under, 
that Travelling would give their People an 
opportunity of diſcovering the Miſery. of 
their Condition. The Muſcovites, hardly 
known but to their neareſt Neighbours, 
were look'd upon as having nothing to do 
in the common Intereſts of Europe; they 
had very little Correſpondence with the 
other Powers, who thought them ſcarce 
worth their notice, and had bare Curio- 
ſity to inform themſelves from time to 
time, of the moſt conſiderable Revolutions 
that happen d amongſt them, 
Such was the State of Muſcovy, when 
Prince Peter was born on the 11th of June 


1672, to the Czar Alexis Michaelowits, 


and Natalia Kirilouna Nariskin, his ſecond 
Conſort. The Czar dying in 1676, Fedor, 


or Theodore, ſucceeded to the Throne, 0 
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(6) ; 
died in 1682, after a Reign of Six Years, 
Upon his Deceaſe, Prince Peter, tho' but 
ten years of Age, was proclaimed” Czar, 
in excluſion of John his elder Brother, who 
being but of a ſickly Conftitution, was at 
the ſame time very weak in his Under- 
ſtanding. The Krelitz, fomented and en- 
courag d by the Princeſs Sophia, who flat- 
ter d herſelf with the pleaſing Hopes of 
enjoying a greater ſhare of Authority un- 
der John, who was her Brother both by 
Father and Mother, and wholly incapable 
of acting himfelf, made an Inſurrection in 
favour of John; and to put an end to the 
Civil War, it was at laft agreed, that the 
two Brothers ſhould jointly. ſhare the Im- 
perial Dignity. SE St 

Peter, who was now Czar in his tender 
Years, was exceedingly ill brought up ; he 
fuffer d not only through the general De- 
fects of the Maſcovite Education, through 
the Misfortune almoſt inſeparable from 
that of Princes, whom Flattery makes 
haſte to deprave and corrupt, at the very 
time which Nature has appointed for 
Truth and Inſtruction; but ſtill more, 
through the pernicious Arts of the ambi- 
tious Sophia, who already knew enough of 
his Genius and Inclinations, to fear he 
would be one day too great a Prince, and 
too hard for her to govern. She caus'd 
him to be ſurrounded with every thing 


rr 
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chat might ſtiffs his natural Deſire of 
Knowtedge, deprave his Mind, and de- 
baſe and enervate it with Pleaſures. But 
as a virtuous Education cannot alone form 
a. ſuperior Character, fo neither can, a 
vicious one utterly deſtroy it. 14 1 
Heroes of every kind come ready form'd 
from the Hand of Nature, and are born 
with Qualities that nothing can extinguiſh; 
Thus the natural Inclination of Czar Peter 
for military Exerciſes, diſcovered it ſelf in 
his tendereſt Years; he took delight in 
beating a Drum; and to ſhow he did not, 
like other Children, only intend to amuſe 
himſelf with an empty Sound, but to learn 
the Duty of a Soldier, he endeavoured to 
make himſelf perfect in it; which indeed 


he did ſo thoroughly, that he would fre- 5 


uently inſtruct the Soldiers, who did not 
fucked in it ſo well as himſelf. 1 

Cuxar Fedor had delighted in Magnifi- 
cence of Dreſs, and numerous Sets of 
Horſes; and Czar Peter, tho” he was even 
at that Age offended with this Pageantry 
and vain Oſtentation, which in his Eyes 
appear d not only uſeleſs but burthen- 
ſome; nevertheleſs ſaw with pleaſure, 
that his Subjects, who hitherto had diſ- 
cover d too great a negleſt for every kind 
of Pomp, began inſenſibly to have a Taſte 


or it. r 
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Hle conſider d that the Force of his Ex- 


ample might be employ d to nobler Pur- 


poſes; accordingly, he form'd a Company 
of fifty Men, commanded by foreign Offi- 
cers; theſe. were cloarh'd and exercis'd 
afcer the German manner. He enter'd 
himſelf into the loweſt Poſt, that of a 
Drum. Nor was this only an idle Farce, 
to amuſe and divert himſelf and his Court. 
He had -orderd his commanding Officer 
entirely to forget that he was (ar; he 
perform'd the Duties of his Poſt with the 

reateſt Diligence, and paid the utmoſt 
ö and Submiſſion to the Orders of 
his Superiors; he ſed upon his Pay only, 
and lay in a Drummer's Tent in the Rear 
of his Company. 5 
_ He was ſome time after rais'd to a Ser- 
geant, when, in the Judgment of his Offi- 
cers, whom he would have puniſh'd had 
they diſcover d the leaſt Partiality in his 
favour, he was juftly entitled to that Ad- 
vancement; and he never roſe otherwiſe 
than as a Soldier of Fortune, whoſe Ad- 
vancement would. even have been approv'd 
of by his Comrades. Herein his Deſign was 
to teach his Nobility, that Birth alone 
was not a ſufficient Title to military Em- 
ployments, and to let all his Subjects 
know that Merit was the only one. The 
inferior Employments through which he 


had gradually paſs'd, and che — 
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he had ſuffer d in them, gave him a juſter 
Right to 7 their Imitation in this 
Particular, than he could have claim d 
from his abſolute Authority. 
This firſt Company of fifty Men, he 
reinforc d with ſeveral others, which were 
all commanded by foreign Officers, who 
made uſe of the German Diſciplne,: *cill 
at laſt he had got together a conſiderable 
Body of Soldiers. As he had at that 
time no War upon his hands, he 
made his Companies fight againſt one 
another, or form imaginary Sieges; he 
gave them Experience, which as yet coſt 
them no Blood; he made a Tryal of their 
Valour, and laid the Schemes of future 
Victories. 1 T 
The Srelitz, look*d upon this, no other- 
wile. than as the, Amuſement of a youn 
Prince, and were themſelves divert 
with the Scene, Yet this Amuſement, 
(for in their Eyes it appear d no better,) 
concern d them nearer than they thought; 
for the Czar, who ſaw they were too for- 
midable, and entirely in the Intereſt of 
the Princeſs Shia, conceal'd from all the 
World the Deſign he had form d of cruſh- 
ing them; and for this, was ſeeuring to 
himſelf a Body of Troops, better diſci- 
plin d, and whoſe Fidelity was more to 
be relied on. * * "i wad Meats: off 
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Alt the ſame time he had another Project 
in view, of equal Importance with the 
former, and yet more difficult to be put 
in execution. The ſight of a ſmall Duich 
Veſſel, which he had met with on a Lake 
belonging to one of his Pleaſure-Houſes, 
_ where it lay uſeleſs and neglected, had made 
an Impreſſion on his Mind; and he fcar- 
ried his Reflections ſo far, as to a Deſign, 
next to impracticable in it ſelf, and which 
perhaps appeared little leſs in his o.] ) 
yes, that of forming a Navy. _ 
His firſt Care was to get ſome Hol- 
landers to build him ſome ſmall Veſſels at 
Moſcow, and afterwards four Frigats of 
four Guns each, on the Lake of Pereſtave. 
He had already taught them to combat 
gagainſt one another; and he paſsd two 
Summers ſucceſſively on board Engliſh or 
Dutch Ships, which ſet out from Archange], 
in order to get himſelf perſonally inftru 
in every Branch of naval Affairs. 
In the beginning of the Year 1696, Czar 
om died, and Peter, who was now ſole 
aſter of the Empire, found himſelf, by 
that means, enabled to execute, what he 
never could have eſſected when he had a 
Partner in the Adminiſtration. He began 
his Reign with the Siege of 4zof, a Place 
in the hands of the Turks, but did not 
make himſelf Mafter of it till 1697, after 
having ſent for /enetians, who built Rn) 
PE e 
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Gallies on the Don, to ſhut up the Mouth 
of that River, and prevent the Turks from 
relieving the Place. | | 

This gave him a ſtronger Idea than ever 
of the Neceſſity and Importance of a naval 
Force; but he was ſenſible, at the ſame 
time, of the great Diſadvantage he lay 
under, from having none but foreign Ships 
in his Service, or at leaſt none but what 
he was forc'd to employ Foreigners in 
building. He was deſirous of ſurmounting 
theſe Diſadvantages; and as the Affair he 
projected was too new, and of too ſingu- 
* nature to be ſo much as conſidered 
in his Council; and that the Execution of 
his Views, had he intruſted them in any 
other hands but his own, would have been 
almoſt impoſſible, or at leaſt gone on 
but very flowly: He reſolyed ſingly to 
attempt ſo bold an Undertaking, ſo odd 
and whimſical in appearance; and which, 
 thould it not meet with the deſired Succeſs, 
would be juftified by none, bur the diſcern- 
ing Few, who eaſily penetrate into a great 
Deſign, tho under Cover of the deepeſt 
Diſguiſe, In 1698, having as yet reigned 
alone but about two Years, 1 ſent an 
Embaſſy to Holland, at the head of which 
wete Mr. Le Fort a Gene van, whom he ho- 
nour'd with a large ſhare of his Favour 
and Eſteem, and Count Golowin the Great 


Chancellor: And he himſelf went incog» 
+ 44 Bot oe re err Suu. : nito 
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ito in the Retinue, in order to inform 
himſelf fully-in the Art of building Shi 

He enter'd himſelf in the Badia A this 

ralty-Office at Amfterdam and caus'd him- 
ſelf to be enroll d! in the Lit of Ship Car- 

nters, by the Name of Peter Michaelof, 
nd not of Peter Michaelowitz,, a Name he 
Mould have aſſum'd, as deing that of his 
Grandfather ; for this Termination, in 
the Ruſſtan Tongue, diſtinguiſhes the Man 
of Quality from the Vulgar ; and he was 
reſolyed not in the leaſt to take upon him- 
ſelf on account of his ſovereign Dignity. He 
had wholly forgot his Quality, or rather 
he never well remembred, how much 
more it confiſts in the Exerciſe of thoſe 
Functions that may be uſeful to a People, 
than in the Pomp and Splendor with which 
It 1 is accompanied. 

He work d in the Yard with greater 
Afﬀfiduity and Application than his Com. 5 
mons, who were not actuated with 
tives comparable to thoſe with which be 
was infpir'd ; the Czar's Quality was 
known'to all ; and they ſhew'd him to one 
another with” a Reg a d and Veneration, 
that did not ſo much Pariſe from the Conſi- 
deration of his being à ſovereign Prince, as 
from the Buſmeſs he was come about. 
King Vllam the Third of England, who 
was det in Holand, and tes himfelf a 
perfect Judge of perſonal Verit, paid him 

3 al! 


(13) 
all the real Regard and Reſpect, which a 
Prince endued with ſuch uncommon Qua- 
lities juſtly deſerv d; and his Diſguife only 
diſpens'd him from that which was barely 
ceremonious and troubleſome. | 
The Czar, before he left his Dominions, 
had ſent ſeveral of his principal Noblemen 
to viſit different Parts of Europe; pointing 
out to each of them, according to their va- 
rious Talents and Inclinations, ' what 
they were to make their chief Study ; 
another View he had therein, was, that 
by thus diſperſing them in different 
Parts of the World, he ſhould prevent 
the Dangers, that might otherwiſe be the. 
Conſequence of his Abſence. Some of 
them obey'd in a very awkward manner ; | 
and one in particular, who had been ſent 4 
to Venice, ſhut himſelf up four Years toge- 
ther in his Apartment, that when he came 
out, he might pleaſe. himſelf with the a- 
greeable Thoughts, of having neither ſeen. 
nor inform'd himſelf in a ſingle Inſtance. 
But in general the Czar's Project had its 
delir'd Efect the Noblemen  improv'd 
themſelves in foreign Countries, and Eu-- 
rope open'd to them a new Scene, with 
which they were altogether unacquainted, 
and from which they reap'd no ſmall Bene- 
fit and Advantage. +. 8 
The Czar, obſerving that the Durch, in 
the Building of their Ships, had not hy 
53 le 
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leaſt recourſe to Theory, but relied entire- 


ly on the Practice, and the Rules which 


had been handed down ſueceſſively from 
former Workmen; and hearitig that the 
Engliſh wrought after a Draught or Mo- 
del, wherein the ſeveral Proportions were 
exactly ſet down ; judgd this way of 
Building preferable to the other, and 
thereupon went over into England. He 
there met. with a ſecond Reception from 
King William, who, to make him a Pre- 
ſent agreeable to his Taſte, and that might 
ſerve as a Model of the Art he was ſo de- 
firous to learn, gave him a magnificent 
Yatchr. 

The Czar leaving England, went over 
again into Holland, deſigning to return to 
his Dominions by the way of Germany, be- 
ing now a perfect Maſter of the Art of 
building Ships, which had not coſt him 
two Years Application; and that becauſe 
he had learn d it in Perfon, and by abdica- 
ting, as it were, his Crown for that Pur- 
pole ; a Price, which, in the Eyes of any 
other Sovereign, would have appear'd too 
exorbitant. | 

The News of the Revolt of Forty 
Thouſand Serelitz, oblig'd him to ſer out 
ſuddenly from Vienna; and arriving at 
Moſcow, about the End of the Year 1699, 
he 1mmediately broke them all, thinking 
himſelf more ſecure in the Reſpect _—_ 
WO 
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would pay to his Intrepidity, than in that 
they ow d to his Orders. In 1700, he had 
ot together a Body of ſtanding Forces, con- 
ili of Thirty Thouſand Foot, including 
the Troops he had formerly ſo providently 
rais d, and wholly ſecur d to his Intereſts. 

And now the vaſt Project he had 
form'd diſplay d itſelf in all its Parts. In 
Muſcovy there was yet no room for Im- 
provement, and every thing was to be entire- 
ly form' d, as in the firſt Infancy of Things. 
A new Nation, was, as it were, to be cre- 
ated; and indeed he ſeem'd ſofar to reſem- 
ble the great Creator, that he was to act 
alone, unaſſiſted, and without Inftruments 
to work with. The wretched Politicks of 
his Predeceſſors, had almoſt detach'd Muj= 
covy from the reſt of the World ; they were 
either entirely ignorant of 'Trade, or 
wholly neglected it; though it is certain, 
Riches of every ſort, even thoſe of the 
Mind, flouriſh or decay along with ita 
The Czar now open'd his Dominions, which 
had till then been ſhut up, having firſt ſent 
the chief Nobility of his Empire into foreign 
Countries, to improve themſelves in 
Knowledge and Learning. In the next 
place, he invited into Maſcovy, all the Fo- 
reigners he could - poſſibly meet with, who 
were capable of any ways inſtructing his 
Subjects: And he gave the kindeſt Recep- 
tion to all Land and Sea-Officers, 0 
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Engineers, 'Mathemiticians, Architects, 
Men skilful in the  Difcovery of Mines, 
and working of Metals; Phyſicians, Sur- 
geons, and indeed Artificers of every kind, 
that would come and ſettle in his Domi- 
r e 
In ͤ the mean time, this new Scene of 
Things that now open d, the Novelty of 
which was alone {ufficient to make it diſ- 
tiked, did not fail ro occaſion many Diſ- 
contents; and his deſpotick Authority, 
then To juſtly employ'd, was ſcarce pow- 
erful enough to ſuppreſs the Uneafinefs. 
The Czar had to do with a dull, heavy, 
pntoward People, grown idle by the little 
Fruit they reap'd from their Labours ; 
inur'd to fevere, crnel, and often nyjuſt 
Paniſhments :. And the dreadful Miſery 
under which, they groan'd, made them out 
of love with Life, perſuaded by long Ex- 
perience, that there was no Poſſibility of 
attaming to any Happipeſs, and therefore 
entirely inſenſible to any Appearance of it. 
The moſt triſſing and indifferent Changes, in 
Dreſs for inſtance, or the obliging them to 
cut off their long Beards, was oy Fat 
oppoſed, and was ſometimes alone a fuf- 


- 


ficient Cauſe for an Inſurrection. And in- 
deed the Czar, to break his Subjects to 
the moſt uſeful Innovations, was forc'd to 
exert himſelf with far gregter Vigenr, 
than would have been 1 
"Ip G0 , 
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People been of a more gentle and tracta- 
ble Diſpoſition ; beſides a Circumſtance that 
laid him under a yet ſtronger Obligation 
to act with ſome ſeverity, was, that the 
Muſcovites conſiderd Grandeur and Supe- | 
riority in no other Light, than as a Power 
of doing Evil; and an indulgent and gen- 
tle Mafter, would not have appear d to 
them a great Prince, nor would they have 
confider'd him as their Sovereign. 

In 1700, the Czar, ſtrengthen'd by the 
Alliance of Auguſtus King of Poland, made 
War upon Charles the XIIth, King of 
Sweden, the moſt formidable Rival of Glo- 
ry he could have met with. Charles was a 
young Prince, who was not only an Ene- 
my to Inactivity, and all the ſoft Blan- 
diſhments of Life; but actually in love 
with the moſt laborious Fatigues, and the 

eateſt Hardſhips ; delighting to run into 
the greateſt Dangers ; and invincibly ob- 
ſtinate in thoſe an into which 
his Courage had hurried him: he might 
have been look d upon as another Alex- 
ander, had he either been vicious, or more 
fortunate in his Undertakings. It is ſaid, 
that both the Czar and he were animated 
and encourag'd by the ſpeculative Error 
of an abſolute Predeſtinat ion. * 
Tho' theſe two rival Monarchs might 
poſſibly be equal with refpeCct to Valour, 
and other perſonal _ yet was there 
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a wide Difference between the Na- 
tions. The Meuſcovites, who as yet had 
but a very {light Knowledge of Diſcipline, 
had no hereditary Bravery to inſpire their 
Minds; no Reputation they were afraid 
of loſing, or that might animate their Cou- 
rage; advancd to oppoſe an Army of 
Swedes, Men, that, time out of mind, had 
been under the _ moſt regular Diſcipline ; 
accuſtom'd ro fight Ei. a long Suc- 
ceſſion of warlike and victorious Monarchs, 
who had always commanded them in the 
Field; and animated by the Remembrance 
of the Figure their Anceſtors had made 
in Hiſtory. And indeed, the Czar uſed to 
ſay, at the firſt breaking out, of this War, 
I know that my Armies muſt be overcome for 
a great while, but even this will at laſt teach 
them to conquer. He arm'd his Mind with 
a Patience, that had more of Heroiſm in 
it than Valour itſelf ; and ſacrificed the 
Intereſt of his Glory, to that which his 


People might acquire by gaining Expe- 


Tience, and inuring themſelves to the 
Toils of War. | 
However, after ſome ill Succeſs in the 
Beginning, he gain'd pretty conſiderable 
Advantages, Fortune now began to look 
with a kinder Aſpect, and to do honour 
to his Arms. The Muſcouites made ſo 


Iwift a Progreſs in military Affairs, that 
there was room to hope they would ſoon 
be no ways inferior to the Swedes, The 
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The Acquiſitions he had made, in four 
Years time, in Livonia and Irgria, Provin- 
ces ſubject to the Swedes, were ſo conſide- 
rable, that he projected the building of a 
Fortreſs, whoſe Port, ſituated on the Bal- 
tick, might be large enough to receive a 
Fleet; and accordingly, he laid the Foun- 
dations of the famous City of Petersburgh in 
1704. The Swedes, ' tho* they employ'd 
their utmoſt Efforts, have never been able 
to force him thence, and he has at laſt 
made Petersburgh one of the ftrongeſt 
Towns in Europe. | 

Purſuant to the Rule which he had pre- 
{crib'd himſelf, of never advancing in mi- 
litary Employments, but as his Merit 
might juſtly deſerve them ; he was now to 

e rais'd to a ſuperior Poſt. At Grodno in 
Lithuania, where the King of Poland, and 
his Court were at that time, he deſir'd 
that Prince to take upon him the Command 
of his Army ; and ſome days after, he 
caus'd the Muſcovite General Ogilui, to 
propoſe in publick to the King, the filling 
up. of two Colonels Places that were va- 
cant : King Auguſtus anſwer'd, he was not 
yet well enough acquainted with the M 
covite Officers, ſo deſir'd the General 
would name thoſe who might beſt deſerve ; 
upon which, Ogilvi named Prince Alexander 
Menzicou, and Lieutenant-Colonel Peter 
Alexiowits, i. e. the 8 The King ſaid 
2 he 
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be 8 the Merit of „ acer 
his Commiſſion ſhould be immediately diſ- 
teh d; but as for the other, he was not 
ſufficiently acquainted with his Services. 
They ſollicited for Peter Alexiowits five or 
| fix days together, and at laſt the King 
made him alſo a Colonel. If this was a 
kind of Farce, it was at leaſt a moral and 
inſtructive one, and ſuch as deſerv'd to be 
acted before all Monarchs, 
After ſeveral Diſadvantages againſt the 
Swedes, he at laſt, in gt gain'd a com- 
pleat Vitor over them near Pultowaz.. he 
oang ſhew'd himſelf to be no leſs a great 
Captain, es a brave and intrepid Sol- 
dier; and made his Enemies fully ſenſible, 
how much his Forces were improv'd- by 
fighting againſt them. A great part of 
the Swediſh Army were made Priſoners, 
and that great Hero, the King of Sweden, 
Was Tos d to fly for Shelter into the Tur- 
iſh Dominions, where he afterwards very 
«narrowly eſcaped. being made a Priſoner at 
Bender. The Czar then thought he might 
+ ak 8 Commiſſion of a Lieutehant- 


* 3 
Sure Generals who. NPY his 
2 r were conſtantly entertain'd at 
Ibis own „Table ; and one day, that he 
" 4.drank a Heelth to his Maſters; who had 
ucted bim in the Art of War, Count 
— one of the chief Officers a 
the 
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the Priſoners, ask'd- him - who they weres - 
that be honour d with. ſo glorious  a_ Title? 
Younſetves, Gentlemen, ſaid he. Tour Majeſty 
is then very ungrateful, reply'd the Count, 
to haue ſo beaten your Maſters. The Czar, 
ro make ſome; Reparation for, this glorious 
Ingratitude, immediately gave order to 
return them all their Swords; and he 
ever uſed them with as much Honour, 
as their own Sovereign could have done, had 
they made him victorious. Henn 
He could not fail of making an Advan- 
tage of the Misfortunes and Abſence of 
the King of Sweden. He made a compleat 
Conqueſt of Livonia and Iagria, to which 
he added Finland, and a Part of the Swe- 
diſh Pomerania, and was now in a better 
Condition than ever, to apply himſelf to 
the finiſhing his Infant City of- Perersbwg, 
He order'd his Nobility to buiid them 
ſelves Houſes there, and peopled it bot 

with the antient Muſcovite Artificers, and 
as many others as he could get together 
from all Parts. „ eee 
.. He then built ſeveral Gallies, à ſort of 
Ships unknown in thoſe Seas; for the co- 
ming at the Coaſts of Sweden and Finland, 
beſer with a Multitude of Rocks, and in- 
acceſſible to other Veſſels. He bought ſe- 
veral Engliſh Ships, and his Carpenters 
were continually building others of the 
ſame ſort. He at ſl built a Ninety-Gun 

3 J 
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«+ Ship, and what gave him no ſmall Satiſ- 
faction, none but Muſcovite- Hands had 


been employ'd abour ir. This great Ship 
was launchd in 1718, in the midft of the 
Acclamations of all the People, and with 
a Magnificence worthy of the chief Un- 
dertaker. | | 

The Defeat of the Swedes at Paltowa, 
gave him an Advantage with reſpect 
to the Eftabliſhment of Arts, beyond 
what himſelf could ever have expected. 
Near three thouſand Swediſh Officers were 
diſpersd up and down his Dominions ; 


and particularly in Siberia, a Country of a 


vaſt Extent, that runs as far as the Con- 
fines of China ; and where they always 
ſend ſuch Muſcovites as are condemn'd to 
Baniſhment. Theſe Priſoners, who had 
no Subſiſtence, and ſaw their Return into 
their own Country was very doubtful, at 
leaſt a great way off, began to apply them- 
ſelves to the various Profeſſions they were 
capable of; and ſpurred on by Neceflity, 
ſoon made a conſiderable Progreſs in them. 
There were even Maſters of Languages 
and Mathematicians among them. 'They 
ſoon form'd a kind of Colony, that po- 
liſh'd and civiliz d the antient Inhabitants 
of the Country ; and many Arts, which, 
tho” eftabliſh'd at Moſcow and Petersburgh, 
would not probably have reach'd _ 
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under a long courſe of Time, were thus » 
_ ſuddenly ſfertled there. 

But Hiſtory ought not to conceal | even 
the Errors of great Men; they themſelves 
Have given a Precedent of ir. The Turks 
having broke the Truce they had conclu- 
ded with the Czar, he ſuffer d himfelf to 
be inclos'd by their Army in 1712, on the 

Banks of the Pruth; and that in fo diſad- 
vantageous a Situstion, that he ſeem'd in- 
evitably loſt. In the midſt of the great 
Conſternation his Army was under, the 
Cꝛarina Catherine, who was reſolv'd to 
follow him into the Field, dar'd alone to 
projett an Expedient : She ſent to nego- 
tiate with the Grand Viſiter, and let him 
privately ſee a great Sum of Money was at 
his ſer rice: he was tempted; and the 
Czar's Prudence compleared the Work. To 
perpetuare the Memory of this Event, he 
made the Cxarina inftirute the Order of 
St. Catherine, of which ſhe was declared 
Sovereign, and into which none but Wo- 
men were to be admitted. He herein 
taſted all the Happineſs which could fol- | 
low, not. only From being bound by the 
Aricteſt Obligations to the Object of his 
Affections, but alſo from the making ſuch 
a_generons Acknowledgement of it, as 
might add freſh Laurels to his Glory. 
The King of Sweden having at aft quit- 
ted the Turk; Il — in 1713, after 
C 4 the 
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the Actions he had performed at Bender, 
and which would ſcarce be believed of an 
old Roman, the Czar found this formidable 
Enemy advancing. to oppoſe him; but he 
was now ſtrengthen d by an Alliance with 
the King of Denmark. He carried the 
War into the Dutchy of Holſtein, which 
was in Alliance with the Swedes; and at 
the ſame time purſued his perpetual Ob- 
ſervations, and political Studies. He 
caus d his Engineers to draw the Plan of 
every City, and make Deſigns of all the 
different Mills and Machines that he had 
not in his own Country: He inſtructed 
himſelf in every part of Husbandry, and 
in all ſorts of Trades, wherever he came: 
He engag d experienc'd Artificers in his 
Service, and ſent them into his Domi- 
nions. Being at Gottorp, then in the hands 
of the King of Denmark, he was much de- 
lighted with a large Globe, in the Con- 
cave of which, the Heavens were repre- 
ſented, and the Earth on the outward 
Convexity. It was made after a Deſign 
of Tycho Brahe, and is ſo capacious, that 
twelve Perſons may fit round a Table in 
the Infide ; and by turning it about, ob- 
ſerve the celeſtial Motions. The fight of 
this Curioſity ſo ſtruck the Czar, that he 
defir'd the King of Denmark would make 
him a Preſent of it, and ſent for a Frigate 


purpoſely from Petersburgh to carry heap 
j ther ; 
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cher; where it was placed by ſome Aſtro- 

nomers who were there, in a large Houle, 
he had built for that purpoſe. 

In 1714, the WT were ſhewn a 
Sight which the Czar was perhaps himſelf 
ſurpriz d he was able to exhibit ſo foon ; 
I mean a Triumph for a naval Victory 
obtain'd over the Swedes at Gango, near 
the Coaſts of Finland. The Muſcovite 
Fleet enter'd the Port of Petersburgh, bring- 
ing with them ſeyeral of the Enemies 
Ships, together with the Swediſh Rear- 
Admiral Ockrenskield, who was wounded 
and taken Priſoner in the Fight. The 
Sailors being landed, paſs'd with great 
Magnificence under a Triumphal-Arch ; 
and the Czar, who had fought in Perſon, 
and did indeed deſerve to triumph, not 
only as the Sovereign, but as. the firſt 
Founder of the Navy, appear'd in the 
March in the Rank of a Rear-Admiral, 
which was then his Title. He went to 
the Cittadel, where Romanodof ki, the Vice- 
Czar, ſeated on a Throne, and ſurrounded 
with a great number of Senators, order'd 
him to 4 call'd, receiv'd an Account of 
the Fight from his own Mouth ; and after 
having ask'd him a great number of Que- 
ſtions, with the Advice of the Council, 
raisd him to the Dignity of a Vice-Ad- 
miral. This Prince had no need of the 
Slave that attended on the Roman Tri- 
umphs ; 


(86) 
-umphs ; he was himſelf able to ſet Bounds 
to his Glory. 


He treated the Swediſh Rear-Admiral 


with the ſame Indulgence and Generoſity 
he had formerly ſhewn to General Rhin- 
ſchild. None but the truly Brave love to 
meet with Bravery, and honour and re- 
ſpect it in an Enemy. | 
We ſhall henceforwards ſcarcely men- 
tion his Wars. Every Obſtacle is now 
remov d, and his military Glory ſufficiently 
eftabliſh'd. | | Tg 
In 1716, the Czar, with his Conſort, 
paid a Viſit to the King of Denmark at 


Copenhagen, where he ſpent three Months. 


He there viſited every School, the Univer- 
ſity, and all the Men of Letters in the 
Place. He was ſo regardleſs of Cere- 
mony, that it was to him wholly indif- 
ferent, whether they waited on him, or 
he went himſelf to fee them at their 


Houfes. He went every day in a Sloop, 


attended with two Engineers, to coaſt the 
two Kingdoms of De#mark and Sweden. 
he ſurveyd all the Windings, ſounded 
every Part of the Streights, and after- 
wards had the whole fo exactly deſcribed 
in Charts, that not ſo much as the ſmalleſt 
Shelf or Bank of Sand eſcaped his Obſer- 


vation. And a ſure Mark it is of the 


great Reſpet his Allies bore him, that 
1 they 
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they did no ways oppoſe him in his great 
and aſſiduous Labours to make himfelf a 
Maſter in every part of uſeful Know- 
ledge. 
| Ny he received a yet more glorious 
Teſtimony of their Efteem. England was 
at that time in Alliance with him as well 
as Denmark, and theſe two Powers having 
join d their Fleets to his, gave him the 
ſupreme Command of the whole. 'The 
Nations who had the greateſt Experience 
in naval Affairs, were pleas'd to be com- 
manded by the firſt of the Ruſſiaus who 
had at all known the Sea. 

From Detmark he went to Hamburgh, 
from Hambiirgh to Hanover, and to Wolfen 
buttel, never failing to make his Obſerva- 
tions upon every thing he ſaw ; and from 
thence he went into Holland, where he left 
the Carina, and came into Frauce in 1717. 
He had now nothing conſiderable more 
to learn, or to carry home, he only wanted 
to fee France; a Country where Learning: 
and all uſeful Diſcoveries have been car- 
ried as far, and the Pleaſures of Societ 
farther than in any other Nation; afic 
where it is only to be fear'd we may at 
leaſt by contracting too great a Familia- 
rity with what is good, have our Appe- 
tite pall'd, and grow to diſtaſte it. 

The Czar was greatly taken with the 
Perſon of the King, tho* a Child; he = 

re- 
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frequently ſeen with him in the Apart - 


ments of the Louvre, leading him! by the 


Hand, and embracing him almoſt in his 
Arms, to ſhelter him from the Crowd; 
and ſhe wing as much Tenderneſs and Con- 
cern for him, as if he had been himſelf 
his Governour. 

The 19th of June 1717, he honour d 
this Academy with a Viſit, and was en- 
tertain d with the lateſt invented and moſt 
curious Experiments and Machines. He 
was no ſooner return'd into his Dominions, 
but he order'd Mr. Areskin, a Scotch Gen- 
tleman, his firſt Phyſician, to write to 


Abbé Bignon, and acquaint him with his 


Intentions of becoming a Member of our 
Society ; and after the Academy had re- 
turn d him their Thanks with all Reſpect, 
and in the moſt grateful manner, for the 
Honour he did them, he wrote them a 
Letter with his own Hand, which we 
preſume not to call a Letter of 'Thanks, as 
coming from ſo great a Monarch, tho 
one who at the ſame time had long uſed 
himſelf to act in a private Capacity. Theſe 
Particulars are printed in our Hiſtory of 
the Year *1720, which we ſhall not there- 
fore repeat, tho' ſo much to the Glory 


and Honour of the Society. The Aca- 


demy ſent him every Year the Volume of 

the Hiſtory, which, as an Academician, he 
P. 125. 

was 


r 

was entitled to; and he always accepted 
of it with pleaſure, as from his Brethren. 
The Sciences, for whoſe ſake he conde- 
ſcended to act ſo often in a private Capa- 
city, are bound, in return, to rank his Me- 
mory with that of Auguſtus and Charlemaign, 
d who alſo patroniz'd Arts, and made them- 


1 ſelves familiar with them. 

} To carry the Power of a Nation to its 
e utmoſt height, it was neceſſary the Sove- 
g reign ſhould ſtudy his Country, both as a 


p Geographer and a natural Philoſopher ; 
) he was to be 2 acquainted with all 
ö its natural Advantages, and to have the 
Art of making the beſt Uſe of them: He 
therefore apply d himſelf vigorouſly to the 
Theory of thoſe Sciences, that he might 
the better be able to put them in practice. 
He would not truſt theſe momentous Af - 
fairs in the hands of Miniſters, who ſel- 
dom labour ſo affiduouſly for the Good of 
the Publick. He would confide in no 
Eyes but his own; and look'd u 

Voyages of three or four hundred Leagues 
as nothing, when he was to inſtruct him- 
ſelf in any uſeful kind of Knowledge. He 
made theſe Voyages, attended only by 
three or four Perſons, and with an Intre- 
pidity ſufficient alone to keep Danger at 
a diſtance. And indeed he was ſo tho- 
roughly acquainted with the Map of ns 

va 
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vaſt Dominions, that he was able, without 
the leaſt Miſtake, to form the greateſt 
Deſigns that could be built on the general 
Situation of his Country, or the particular 
Diſpoſition of any of its Parts.. 

As all Meridians center under the Poles, 
the French and Chineze, for inſtance, would 
de Neighbours in the northern Parts of 
the Earth, if their Dominians extended 
very far that way. Thus the very nor- 
thern Situation of the Empire of Muſcry, 
and its great Extent, makes it join north- 
wards to the northern Parts of other King- 
doms that lie at a vaſt diſtance from it 
towards the South. 

His Dominions border upon a great part 
of Europe and all Aa. And he has be- 
ſides a conſiderable number of large Ri- 
vers that fall into different Seas; as the 
Dxvine into the White-Sea, which it ſelf 
opens into the Ocean; the Don into the 
Black-Sea, an Arm of the Mediterranean; 
and the Volga into the Caſpian. The Czar 
abſerv'd that theſe Rivers, which hitherto 
had been of little or no advantage to his 
Subjects, would join, as it were, his Do- 
minions to the moſt diſtang Countries, if 
he made a Communication between them, 
either by means of ſeveral ſmall Rivers 
that fall into them, or by digging new 
Canals. He ſet himſelf about executing 
theſe vaſt Deſigns, caus d all the —_— 

| evels 


(31) 


Levels to be taken, mark'd out all the 
Places where the Canals ſhould be dug, and 
appointed the Number of the Sluices. 
he Communication between the Volkoua 
that runs by Petersburgh, and the Volga, is 
now finiſh'd, which opens a Paſſage by Water, 
for eight hundred Leagues together, acroſs 
all Ruſſia, from Petersburgh to the Caſpian 
Sea, or Pera. The Czar ſent the Aca- 
demy the Draught of this vaſt Communi- 
cation, whereof he was himſelf the chief 
Engineer; as if he condeſcended, like o- 
thers, to give us Proofs of his Academical 
Qualifications. | 
There is alſo another Canal finiſh'd, 
which joins the Don to the Volga. But the 
Turks having recover'd the City of Axoph, 
firuated at the Mauth of the Don; the 
Uſe and Advantage of this Canal is ſuſ- 
pended, till it ſhall be reftored by a new 
Conqueſt. 3 

The Czar's Dominions towards the Eaſt, 
extend to the Frontiers of China, and al- 
moſt to the Seas of Japan ; being a vaſt 
Tra of Land for upwards of fifteen hun- 
dred Leagues. The Muſcovite Caravans, 
that traded to China, uſed to take up a 
whole Year in their Journey. This was 
a Field to exerciſe ſo great a Genius; he 
ſaw this great Journey might be both 
ſhartned and made more eaſy, either by 
the Communication of Rivers, by other la- 
borious 


WELD, 
borious Works, or by Treaties with fe- 
veral Tartarian Princes, who might give a 
free Paſſage through their reſpective Do- 
minions ; and by theſe Means he found the 


* 


Journey would be perform'd in four 


Months. According to the Scheme he had 


ſorm'd, every thing was to center at Pe- 
tersburgh, which, by its advantageous Situ- 
ation, ſeem d every way fitted for that 
purpoſe. Hay | 

This City, which he had founded, and 


call'd after his own Name, was to him, 


what Alexandria was to Alexander the 


Great, its Founder; and as that was fo 
happily placed, as in thoſe days to divert 
the Current of Trade from Tyre, which 
till then was the firſt City in the World 
for Commerce : So in 'theſe, Petersburgh 
would draw all Nations to its Port, and 
become the Center of the moſt extenſive 
Traffick in the Univerſe. gt 

- The Czar extended his Views ſtill far- 


ther. He was deſirous of knowing how 


his Dominions lay with reſpect to America, 
whether that border d upon Tartary, or a 


Paſſage might be found through the North 
Sea thither, which would alfo have open'd 


his Trade to that new World, Two 


Ships ſail'd from Archange! upon this Dif- 
covery, which has hitherto been unſuc- 


celsfully attempted ; one of theſe was 


 Ropped in its Courſe by the Ice, the other 


Was 


. 
8 

a it Was In eginni 
of this Year, he gave Orders to an A 
riene d Sea · Captain, to build two more for 
8 ſecond Attempt. He muſt ſure have 


irit of Bravery 


happen d in Perſia, 
drew both the 
Muyſcovite and Turkiſp Arms to that fide; and 
the Czar upon this occaſion, not only made 
himſelf Mafter of the City of Derbent, ly- 
ing Weſtward on the Caſpian Sea; but like- 


wile of every thing elſe, chat might aſſiſt the 
Views he bad of ing _ OP 
Trade. He order d a to be made 01 


that Sea, and we are oblig d to this learn- 
ed Conqueror, for the true Form and Si- 
tuation of it, very difierent from what we 
had before met withal. The Czar' was 
pleas'd to preſent this Map alſo to the A- 
cademy. 
Mauſeouy abounded in Mines, which by 
the hereditary Sloth and Indolence, and 
general want of Spirit of the Nation, were 
eicher undiſcovered or neglected. It was 
impoſſible that theſe ſhould eſcape the Pene- 
tration of a Monarch, who fufter'd nothing 
to mifs his Notice. He ſent into Germany 
for Perſons skill d 5 the Knowledge, of 
| | * 


able to infuſe the fame undaunted _ 
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Metals, and ſo made the beſt Advantage 
of theſe hidden Treaſures. Gold Duſt 
was brought him from the Shores of the 
Caſbian Sea, and the moſt remote Parts of 
Siberia; and we hear that a Pound of the 
latter, yielded fourteen Qunces of pure 
Gold. Iron is indeed more common, but 
much more uſeful than Gold; and that 
became common in Muſcouy, and with it, 
all the Arts, that manufacture, or make 
uſe of it. | 
It were endleſs to reckon up all the dif- 


ferent Eſtabliſhments for which the Muſco- 


vites are oblig'd to him; theſe are ſome of 
the chief. 8 

A Body of Men conſiſting of one hundred 
thouſand Foot, under as regular Diſci- 
pline as any in Europe, and a great Number 
of the Officers are already Muſcovites ; their 
Horſe is not indeed ſo good, from the Dif- 
ficulty of well mounting them : A Navy 
conſiſting of forty Ships of the Line, and 
two hundred Gallies. 

Fortifications in the beſt Method at all 
the Towns that deſerv'd them. An ex- 
cellent Civil Government in all the great 
Cities, which were before as dangerous in 
2 Night, as the moſt unfrequented De- 


8. 
An Academy for Naval Affairs, and 
Navigation, where all the Nobility are 
oblig d to ſend ſome of their Children. 


Col⸗ 


| (35) 

* at -Moſcow, Petersburgh, and 
Ki, for Languages, Polite Literature, 
and Mathematicks ; and Schools in the 
Villages, where the Peaſants Children are 
taught to read and write. | 
College of Phyſicians, and a noble 
Diſpenſary at Myſcow, that furniſhes Me- 
dicines to the great Cities; and to the Ar- 
2 whereas before, 1 — no Phy- 

ian, but the Czar's, and no Apothe 
in all his Dominions. mY 
Publick Lectures in Anatomy, a Word 
never ſo much as heard before in Muſcovy : 
And what may be look d upon as an excellent 
petual Lecture, the Cabinet of the ce- 
lebrated Mr. Ruiſch, purchas'd by the 
Czar, and containing an immenſe Collec- 
tion of the moſt curious, inſtructive, and 
uncommon Preparations. 

An Obſervatory, erected not only for 
the uſe of Aſtronomers to obſerve the Hea- 
vens; but deſign d alſo as a Repoſitory for 
all Sorts of Curioſities in Nature; and 
which will in all probability give birth to 
2 long and ingenious Set of Philoſophical 
Enquiries. 

A Phyſick-Garden, which the Botaniſts 
he has invited thither are to ſtock, not on- 
ly with all the Plants that are to be found 
in the known Parts of Europe ; but like- 
wiſe thoſe of the more Northern Parts that 
lie ſtill undiſcovered ; as well as thoſe of 

5 D 2 Aſia, 
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Ala, Perfia, and the moſt diſtant Coaſts of 


Printing Houſes, where he has chang'd 
their old barbarous, and almoſt unintelli- 
ible Characters, through the great Num- 
r of their Abbreviations; and whereby 


Books will become more common, which 


before, as hard as they were to read, 
were more icarce to meet with, than al- 


moſt any foreign Commodity. ITED 
Interpreters for all the Languages of 


Europe ; and likewiſe for the Latin, the 


Greek, the Turkiſh, the Calmuck, the Mongul, 
and the Chineſe ; a Proof of the vaſt Extent 
of this Empire, perhaps the Preſage of a 
greater. | WE... 

A Royal Library, compos'd of three 
very large ones, which he purchas'd in 
England, Holſtein, and Germany. 

When the Czar had thus laid a uſeful 
and ſolid Foundation, he apply'd himſelf 
ro the ornamental Part, He chang'd the 
Architecture, that was exceſſively ugly 
and diſagreeable; or to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, he firſt introduc'd that Science. into 
his Dominions. There appear'd in a little 
time, a number of regular and convenient 


Houſes, with fame Palaces and publick E- 


difices, particularly an Admiralty-Office, 
on which he beftow'd ſo much Grandeur 
and 'Mapnificence ; becauſe it was not an 


only. 
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only. He ſent for a great number of 
Pictures from ta and France, by which 
he has inſtructed a People in the Art of 
Painting, who before knew no more of it, 
than was to be ſeen in the wretched Daub; 
ing they had of their Saints. 7 

He ſent Ships laden with Merchandize 
to Geuoa and Legborn, which return'd 
freighted with Marble and Statues : Up- 
on which, Pope Clement XI. plcas'd with 
bis Taſte, od him with a fine An- 
tique, and he had it brought to Petersburgh 
by Land, not caring to venture ſuch a 
Curioſity by Sea. He has even made a 
Cabinet of Medals, a Curioſity but of a 
modern Date in thoſe Countries. He has 
had the Advantage of learning the Arts, in 
the preſent Perfection to which they have 
been carried, by the molt learned and por 
lite Nations; who have - ſpared him 
the Labour of tracing them from the Be- 
ginning, when Advances are flow, and 
only made with great Toil and Difficulty : 
we ſhall ſoon find the Ruſſians upon the Le- 
yel with us, and this Circumftance will 
add to their Glory, that they ſtarted fo 
long after us. 8 

The Czar' Views were ſo general and 
extenſive, that he was once reſolv'd to 
ſend the young Muſcovite Ladies to ſome 
of the principal Cities of Germany, to im- 
proye themſelves in Politeneſs and Beha- 
D 3 our 
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viour; the want of which, eclips'd the 
Advantages receiv'd from Nature. He 
had obſerv'd in other Nations, how much 
acquir'd Accompliſhments are capable of 
improving natural Beauty, and how a- 
greeable, even without that, many Perſons 
have by an engaging Behaviour made 
themſelves. But he ſoon became ſenſible 
of the Inconvenience of theſe Journeys, ſo 
that he was forc'd to lay all Thoughts of 
them aſide; and wait till ſuch Time as 
the Men, improvd in Politeneſs and Ci- 
vility, might be able to poliſh the ſofter 
Sex: And we can hardly doubt but they 
will ſoon excel their Teachers. | 
Their Religion, which ſcarce merited 
the Name of Chriſtian, was not forgot in 
this general Change. The Muſcovites, like 
the reſt of the Greek Church, obſerv'd ſe- 
veral Cents; and they believ'd, provided they 
kept thoſe very ſtrictly, that they had ſup- 
ply'd the place of every other Duty. The 
Worſhip of the Saints was degenerated 
into a ſhameful Superſtition ; every Man 
had his own in his Houſe, for his imme- 
diate Protection; and would lend him to 
a Friend, whoſe Saint had not done ſo 
well by him: Miracles depended wholly 
on the Invention and Avarice of the 
Prieſts. The Teachers, who were very 
Hiterate themſelves, could teach their 
People nothing; a Depravation of Man- 
8 | ners, 


(390 
ners, which will in ſome degree maintain 
it ſelf in ſpight of Inſtruction, was here 
favour d and heighten'd by Ignorance, 
The Czar ventur d to undertake the Re- 
formation of ſo many Abuſes trhich affec- 
ted his very Politicks. Their frequent and 
ſevere Faſts were very prejudicial to his 
Troops, and often made them incapable 
of fighting. His Predeceſſors had with- 
drawn themſelves from the Patriarch of 
Conftantinople, and had ſet up one of their 
own. He aboliſh'd this Dignity, tho' pret- 
ty much in his dependance ; and by that 
means had a greater Authority over his 
Church. He made ſeveral judicious and 
uſeful Eccleſiaſtical Canons and Inftitutions; 
and, what is often neglected, he took care 
to have them put in execution. They now 
preach in the Muſcovite Tongue in Peter- 
burgh ; this new Prodigy will in time ſup- 
ply the reſt. The Czar ventur d ftill grea- 
ter Lengths; he. took away part of the 
Revenues of thoſe Churches and Mona- 
ſteries that were too wealthy, leaving only 
what was neceſſary for their Subſiſtence, and 
added the Overplus to his own Demeſnes. 
Herein we muſt rather commend his Po- 
licy than his Zeal for Religion; tho' tis 
certain, that a pure and refin'd Devotion 
ought not to have murmur d or repined at 
it. He alſo eſtabliſn'd a general Liberty 
of Conſcience throughout all his Domi- 
| D 4 nions, 
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nions; an Article for and againſt which, 
many Arguments may be brought, both 
from Politicks and Retipion. - Fee et 
lle was ,vut fifty-thiree Years of Age 
when he departed this Life, on the 28th 
of January 1725: He died of the Stran- 
ury, causd by an Impoſthume in the 
Neck of the Bladder. Tho he was in 
exceſſive Pain for twelve Days together, 
he kept his Bed only during the three laſt. 
He left the World with all the Magnani- 
mity of a Hero, and the Piety of à Chri- 
ſtian. As he had declared by Proclama- 
tion, publiſh'd three Years before his 
Death, that he was at liberty to appoint 
whomſoever he pleas'd to ſucceed him; 
he accordivg!y nominated the Carina, his 
Widow, to be his Succeſſor, who was 
thereupon immediately acknowledg'd ſu- 
preme Empreſs of Ruſſia, by the ſeveral 
Eſtates thereof. He had always loy'd her 
very paſſionately, which her ſingular and 
uncommon Merit TY juſtified + She 
had a Genius and Underſtanding, which 
made her capable not only of entring into 
all his Views, but likewiſe of ſeconding 
them, with an Intrepidity not much infe- 
rior to his own: She is of a tender and 
beneficent Temper, which makes it enough 
for. her to know the Unfortunate, ro be 
diſpos'd to ſuccour and relieve them. ® 


WEz n 
The Power and Authority of the Em- 
prels Curberine, is Hkewiſe ſecur d by the 

t Veneration paid the Czar by all his 
Cbjefts The Tears they ſhed at his 
Death were ſincere and nnfeigned ; all the 
rag Actions he had perform'd, had 

n of advantage to them. If Augu 
boaſted that ar his Acceſſion to the Em- 
fre, he found Rome of Brick, and that he 
eft it of Marble; tis evident that the 
Nan Emperor was very much ſuperior 
to the Roman in that reſpect. They have 
lately ſtruck ſeveral Medals, as a further 
Honour due to his Memory; and on which 
they have given him the Title of Peter the 
Great: and there is no queſtion but the 
Name of Great will be confirm'd to him, 

the Suffrages of foreign Nations; a 

ircumftance neceſſary to ratify thoſe Ti- 
3 as Subjects honour their Sovereigns 

The ſeveral Particulars we have men- 
tion'd relating to the Czar, have ſuffici= 
ently diſplay d his Character; there re- 
mains only to add ſome Particulars to it, 
which are pretty remarkable. In his opi- 
nion, all the Pomp and State, which would 
only have ſurrounded his Perſon, were 
derogatory to his Character; and he left 
to Prince Menxicou, to expreſs the Great- 
neſs of the Sovereign, by the Magnificence 
of the Favourite: he had turn d over Sa 
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him all. outward Splendor, qreſerying 
to himſelf only the moſt laborious Fun- 
Qtions ; in which he was fo aſſiduous, 
as to goin Perſon to all Fires, which are | 
very frequent. in Muſcovy, and for the 
molt part make dreadful havock; moſt of 
the Houſes being built of Timber. He 
had eſtabhſh'd ſeveral Officers to aſſiſt 
upon theſe Occaſions ; and to ſet an Ex- 
ample to the reſt, he himſelf took one of 
thoſe Poſts, and, fearleſs of Danger, would 
climb to the Tops of ſuch Houſes as were 
on fire; expoſing his Perſon, and perform- 
ing Actions that we ſhould admire in the 
moſt ſubaltern Officer. And indeed Fires 
are now much eaſier extinguiſh'd than for- 
merly. We ſhould always remember, not 
to make Manners as delicate and polite as 
our own, the Standard of our Judgment 

upon thoſe of other Countries, we ſho 
then be too apt to condemn the natural Re- 
liſh of a ſtronger and more vigorous Diſpo- 
ſition. He was not indeed free from a cer- 
tain Roughneſs and Harſhneſs of Temper 
fo natural to his whole Nation, and which 
the Abſolute Power of their Monarch was 
not likely to ſoften. He had indeed cur'd 
himſelf of the Exceſs of Drinking, a Vice 
common in Muſcovy, and which, if indulg'd, 
by one whoſe Authority was irreſiſtible, 
might have been of the moſt pernicious 
conſequence. 'The Czarina knew ber 2 
| often 
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ſoften his Anger, and ſeaſonably to interpoſe 


when he was hurried by the Tranſports 
of Paſſion, or to mitigate his Severity. He 


nad this uncommon Happineſs, that the 


langerous Paſſion of Love, that Paſſion 
which has ſullied the Reputation of ſo many 
great Men, was ſubſervient to the mak- 
ng him yet greater. He has publiſh'd the 
ufoftunate Hiſtory of Prince Alexis his 
don, together with the original Papers re- 
ating to it; and his readineſs to expoſe 
before the whole World his Conduct 
in this Affair, ought to be a Proof that he 


bad nothing to reproach his Conſcience 


with : And ſome remarkable Inſtances of 
his Clemency towards Perſons leſs dear to 
him, ſhould convince us that his Severity to- 
ward his Son was no more than neceſſary. 
He perfectly knew the Honour that was 
due to Merit, and that the Reſpect he 
ſhew'd it, was the only way to introduce 
it, and make it flouriſh in his Dominions. 
He was not ſatisfy'd with giving Tefti- 
monies of his beneficent TNT; and ſet- 
lng Penſions on Perſons of Merit; Favours 
that cannot be diſpens d with, and are of 
abſolute neceſſity in the Purſuit of the 
Deſigns he had n but he gave other 


Marks of his Eſteem, and thoſe of a ſtill 

more engaging nature; ſometimes after the 

very Death of the Perſons. He buried 

Mr. Areskine, his chief Phyſician, with 
! 4 ; 3 : great 


5 . 
t Pomp and Magnificence, and aſſiſl 
in Perſon at the Funeral with a ar 
Torch in his hand. He pay'd the ſame 
Honour to two Eb Gentlemen, ane of 
which had been Rear-Admiral of his Fleet, 
and the other his Interpreter. 
I formerly told you, on another Occa- 
ſion, that having conſulted the celebrated 
Mr. Leibnitz upon ſome of his great De- 
ſigns, he beſtow'd an honourable Title, 
and a conſiderable Penſion upon him; his 
Beneficence thus logs out a learned Fo- 
reigner inthe midſt of his Cloſet, that wonld 
have thought himſelf ſufficiently honoured 
in being conſulted by him. The Czar has 
himſelf compoſed ſeveral Pieces upon nayal 
Affairs; and his Name will increaſe the 
ſhort Catalogue of thoſe Sovereigns who 
have honour d the Publick with their Wri- 
tings. He uſed to amuſe himſelf with 
Turning, and has preſented ſome Pieces of 
his Work to the Emperor of China. He 
alſo condeſcended to beſtow ſome on 
Mr.D'0nuzembrai,whoie Cabinet he thought 
worthy of ſo great a Curioſity. The Di 
verſions which he took with his Court, 
as Some have deſcribd them, had a 
Tincture of the ancient Muſcovite Ruſti- 
city; but he was contented with givi 
ſome Relaxation to the Mind, and cou d 
ſpare but few Moments to the Refine- 
ment of his Pleaſures. This is an 05 
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that * make but too quick Advances of 
{ lei, when the reſt are eſtabliſſi 4. 
As his Life was not long, his Projects, 
which bad requir'd a long and vigorous 


Parfuit, would have been ſtifled almoſt in 
their birth; and Things wou'd, by their 
own Gravity, have ſunk into their prir 
tive Chaos, had not the Empreſs Cathe- 
me ſucceeded, perfectly inſtrutted in all 
the Views of Peter the Great: She carries 
on all his Deſigns, treads in his Steps, and 
he may ftill be look'd upon as acting by 
her Hand, He had particularly recom- 
mended to her, a little before he died, to 
protect Foreigners, and engage them 
to ſettle in her Dominions. Mr. de Liſte, 
an Aſtronomer of this Academy, is accor- 
dingly juſt ſer out for Petersburgh, invited 
by the Empreſs's Favour and Courteſy. 
Meſeurs Nicholas and Daniel, Sons of 
John Bernouilli, who has gain'd an immor- 
tal Reputation in Mathematicks, ſet out 
a few Months before him; as alſo the 
celebrated Mr. Herman ; to whom we are 
oblig'd for Co many excellent Pieces. How 
happy is Petershergh in ſuch a Colony! 
The ſublime ry of Fluxions, will, 
together with thefe great Geometers, be 
mtroduc'd into a Country where five and 
twenty Years ago, the Elements of Euclid 
had not been ſo much as heard of. Weſhall 
dot mention any more of the Members of 

the 
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